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The next generation of Interreg programmes
how to do more with less

Less budget available EU wide

Stronger need for thematic and territorial focus

Overall objective cohesion policy: stronger strategic focus on
transition to a smart and low carbon economy

* Preserve specific and unique character of Interreg
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Last year celebration of 30 years Interreg
Evolvement of Interreg over the years:  no of programmes, regions, population covered
Requires also adaptation of the legal framework to changing circumstances
Strengthening of strategic orientation is one of the key challenges for post 2020 in order to achieve impact
Preserve specific and unique character of Interreg (should not become an addition to I&G jobs)
Refer shortly to ECA findings






4 distinct strands: (A) cross-border, (B) transnational, (C)
inter-regional and (D) outermost (new)

External cooperation is now fully integrated

96 Programmes for 10 billion (incl OP’s on hold with RU/BY)
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Budget: less budget post 2020 for most programmes, stronger thematic and territorial concentration 
Short info on budget: most MS will receive less budget
Forces us even more to strategic approach, thematically and geographically (ECA report)



Interreg Aurora — a new Arctic programme

* Welcome to the new Aurora programme!

 Builds on a long tradition of cooperation and on two very efficient Interreg
programmes with excellent results

* The regions can achieve more together with the same amount of funding
* New partnerships across the whole geography will be possible
» Can give a boost to innovation

» Wider cooperation on climate, tourism, skills supply

« Sami cooperation: Stronger involvement in business and innovation projects

European
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Sami cooperation

Sami cooperation under previous programmes has been very successful in preserving Sami languages, culture and traditional knowledge (duódji). 

We also look forward to a greater involvement of Sami partners in business and innovation projects and in other areas. 

The Commission is available to play an active role in strengthening Sami participation across EU programmes – Interreg, regional and national.




Our vision for Interreg and Aurora

« Efficient investments by pooling resources and by close coordination between
different programmes and investment initiatives

* The Arctic Interreg programmes cooperation network - good practice to be continued!
» Closer coordination with other programmes in the Baltic Sea area is also important
« Greener Europe — climate tracking and biodiversity

 Arctic regions and especially traditional livelihood are more vulnerable to climate change
- need for joint actions and involvement of civil society!

« Continued good partnership in the new programme!

» Call REGIO for expression of interest: Innovative Implementation of the Partnership
Principle o curopean |

Commission
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The Arctic cooperation network between Arctic Interreg programmes is a very successful coordination mechanism – following the Joint Communication on An integrated European Union policy for the Arctic from 2016.

It is a good practice and can serve as inspiration to other programmes!




Our vision for Interreg and Aurora

« Stronger focus on territorial dimension: functional areas

» More flexible geography in order to support projects with highest impact on programme
area

» Support to SMEs via innovation clusters and business networks

 Attract key skills and keeping people in the North

» Actions to support better cooperation governance

* New element in programme to address trust-building, cooperation structures (EGTC)
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EGTC Kvarken Council:

We welcome the recent launch of the Kvarken Council – the first Nordic European Grouping for Territorial Cooperation!







Partnership and simplification to promote
small actors and civil society participation

» Partnership

* Involving all those who are concerned/ affected by the programme
« At all stages: preparation, selection, monitoring, implementation
* Much wider than the national and regional public authorities
» Stronger focus on small-scale projects (obligatory!) and simplification

 Tools to facilitate less adminisntrative burden for smaller beneficiaries/recipients of the
funds

« Enables smaller actors to take part in Interreg

European
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Local authorities (e.g. cities)
Economic and social partners (e.g. chamber of commerce, transport operators, etc.)
Civil society (e.g. NGOs, associations)
Cross-border bodies (e.g. EGTCs, Euroregions, etc.)


Cross-border cooperation beyond Interreg

« Commission report: EU border regions living labs of European

integration (July 2021, Com (2021)393)

« Support for border regions beyond funding

 Clear link with possible support under priority better cooperation

governance
4 clusters:
1. Deeper institutional cooperation (obstacles, EGTC, data, quality of cooperation)
2. More and better cross-border public services (health, education, transport =
functional areas)
3. Vibrant cross-border labour markets (jobs, qualifications)
4,

Border regions for the European Green Deal (border regions fit for 55, risks, energy,
nature)
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